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Editorial
NAMIBIA’S EDUCATION:
A CUL-DE-SAC?
News for the youth by the youth

A space to explore new media ideas and concepts
THE Namibia Media Trust (NMT) is offering
a group of journalists and media professionals in Namibia a unique opportunity to develop ideas and concepts that will benefit the
news media sector, and audiences, through
its training programme, the NXT Journalism
HUB.
This NMT training programme is based
on trying out new forms, ideas, and concepts
in the media space, and is funded by the Dual,
a vocational training programme for journalists between DW Akademie and the German
Agency for International Cooperation (GIZ).
Peter Deselaers, one of the fellowship’s
facilitators, says the role of journalism as a
whole faces a challenge in adapting to new
realities, not just in Namibia but around the
world; in terms of content creation, audience
interaction, as well as moderating of social
media dialogues.
“The idea is that the fellowship will allow
fellows the flexibility to achieve their goals
through a support structure that includes
training and mentoring, and people to discuss and connect with, as well as a stipend
that lets them further develop their ideas.”
The young journalists who undertake the
training programme are said to gain a lot of
experience and have a high learning curve,
which they can eventually apply in their journalistic projects or civil society activities.
Rachel Nghimulitete, from the Media and
Information Literacy Learning Initiative (MILLI) team, shared that their team is working
on a media and information literacy podcast
that will focus on mental health and social

He further added that he would like to
expand on the small interactions he has with
the boys and young men through various
platforms, as well as collaborate with interested organisations or individuals. Because
he believes it is necessary to overcome stigmatisation of pressing issues among boys
and young men, such as not discussing rape
with young boys when the majority of rape
perpetrators are currently men.
“I am only one step in preparing these
young people to make better decisions, to
be aware of their surroundings in relation to
sexual acts, choices, and preventative steps
to take when engaging in sexual activities.”
Sheya remarked that the right information
and knowledge is powerful, and teaches us
how to make informed decisions and contribute to the betterment of society. Adding that
young men in Namibia play an equal part in
shaping society through their actions.

THE recent quarrel between the Ministry
of Education, Arts and Culture and the
Namibia National Teachers Union (Nantu)
exemplifies our government and political
systems’ lack of accountability.
Let us begin with the ministry’s mandate: “To educate and train for sustainable
national development and promote arts
and culture.” Vision: “To be the ministry
of excellence in providing quality inclusive
education and promoting arts and culture
for the prosperity of the nation.”
With only 18,8% of last year’s Grade
11 candidates qualified to progress to Advanced Subsidiary level subjects (AS), it
can openly be said that the ministry is not
meeting its commitments, and the country at large has a right to be dissatisfied.
Though education minister Anna Nghipondoka defended the results, claiming
that while the 18,8% was not what they
wanted, she expected it. “In fact, I expected lower. It’s really soothing that despite
what they went through, they still made it,
and gave us these results,” she said.
It is still substandard, and this should
not be considered progress because it
sends Namibia backwards in terms of development.
The change in the social attitude toward the curriculum since its revision, is
still very concerning. There is still no clear
understanding of how the education system was revised in response to the difficulties and demands of Namibian society.
Teachers are critical of the success
of this new system, and they have a responsibility to make the classroom experience enjoyable for both themselves and
their learners, as well as to ensure that
all learners receive a high-quality education. However, they can only do so much
at their end; it’s worth exploring whether
the existing curriculum’s design makes
it too difficult to achieve good results. Is
it possible that the government, as it has
in the past, failed to examine the external
factors that the revised curriculum would
bring? Is it possible that things should be
left in the hands of teachers and students
to make them work?
A proper education structure remains
critical to Namibia’s social and economic success, including ensuring that all
schools have qualified teachers, adequate
learning materials, and appropriate educational infrastructure in order to improve
the learning experience for all Namibian
children, whether they attend school in the
big towns or in rural villages.
If Namibia is to progress, the ministry
must definitely take accountability and do
much better in their approach to ensuring
an improvement in the country’s education system.
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READY TO INNOVATE.... The NXT HUB Journalism fellows have risen to the occasion
and are ready to innovate in their areas of choice.
media. Also mentioning that the fellowship
has been both educational and fruitful, and
she appreciates the fact that they have access to industry experts who can assist them
to further develop their concepts.
Another fellow, Floyd Pejarukani, expressed his gratitude for the industry
experts’ support, saying: “My concept is
focused on data journalism, where I will
be able to exchange content with various
newsmakers in the media industry, and the
people that we have been connected to are
crucial to the development of my concept.”
He went on to say that journalists have a
hard time interpreting numerical data, and
that his project might be beneficial since

it will allow for a better understanding of
how numerical data can be better interpreted and used on various broadcasting
platforms and programmes.
This training programme is said to be critical in fostering an environment where media
innovation can flourish through innovative
ways. “The concepts developed could really
work and innovate in your larger professional or public newsroom, and industry leaders
need to look at this and perhaps facilitate this
sort of initiative on a more regular basis,” said
Deselaers.
BY: JOSUA HAMUNYELA
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Young movers & shakers

Making sex-ed a norm for the young man
“I BELIEVE in behavioural and mindset
change as part of a holistic approach in societal paradigm change and transformations.”
While most people consider intimacy
and sexuality a taboo, young social scientist,
Timo Sheya, who has an interest in African
cultures and environments, is working hard
to prepare his village’s young men and women for adulthood and the issues that come
with it.
Sheya comes from Okathitu village in
northern Namibia, about seven kilometres
from Okalongo, and has always wished he
had an older sibling who was open-minded
and openly talked about intimacy, sexuality,
and other societal concerns with him as he
grew up. “Being a first born, I learned some of
these issues on my own and from my peers,
but there was a lot of misinformation, and
because it is a societal taboo, my parents are
hesitant to discuss such topics with me.”
Sheya told The Quake that his own experience taught him the value of providing a platform for his siblings and cousins to connect
with someone they trust, and speak to on issues that are rarely discussed in our homes
and in communities. He now tries to interact
with the young men he encounters whenever
he has the chance. While spending the holidays with his family in December 2021, he
organised a focus group meeting with the
young guys at their home, urging them to
share their expertise and have talks about

consent, rape, sexuality, and dating.
“To make it fun, I did demonstrations on
how to use protection (condoms), and the
outcomes were very interesting and fruitful,
with the boys asking interesting valid questions. They also shared how it is difficult to
initiate conversations like this, and acknowledge the importance of discussing sensitive
and uncomfortable topics”
The majority of young men, in particular
Aawambo, are not adequately involved in
discussions about sex, consent, and choices,
and because most parents do not discuss
these topics with their children until they are
older, young boys have no trusted guidance
even when they are actively engaging in
these acts in secret. Many older men today
could testify that if they had known what they
know now about sexual rights at a younger
age, they would have avoided many mistakes, added Sheya.
The young social scientist believes
that both parents and institutions such as
the Ministry of Health and Social Services
(MoHSS) should do more. “How many sexual
education programmes does the Ministry of
Health offer across the country? Is there a national campaign strategy in place? At home,
parents are victims of taboos and cultural
standards.”
According to him, there is a lot of work
to be done for the many young guys who are
victims of society.

Timo Sheya demonstrated to the young
men of Okathitu village how to properly
use protection.

YouthSpeak
Vox Pops
Do you think the 2022/2023 national
budget adequately responds to the needs
of Namibian youth?
Mekondjo Alfeus - Social Analyst
I would like to think it did, but not adequately. In addition to the budget allocated to the Ministry of
Youth, there are other facilities and programmes
from which the youth can benefit as outlined
on Page 5 of the budget, including the Development Bank of Namibia and AgriBank. Perhaps
the question we should all be asking is whether
the funds allocated will indeed benefit the youth.
We have serious maladministration, mismanagement and misappropriation of funds in our country at
the expense of the intended targets, mostly the youth - which
greatly contributes to youth unemployment.
Jaezuruka Ndjarakana - Aspiring CFA
No, although the government has set aside a significant amount of resources to aid young people in Namibia. It is clear that the government
did not thoroughly consult with youths around
the country in order to understand their demands. There were no public discussions,
either physically or virtually, to hear their voices, for example. The majority of the funds allocated will be used to renovate the Sam Nujoma
stadiums, which will only benefit sports fans. What
about the youth who are in informal businesses, what
share do they have in the budget? What provisions does the budget make for
qualified but unemployed youth? So, in my opinion, the national budget did
not adequately speak to the needs of the youth.

Shante Mahalie - 2020
Nust SRC for Finance
This year’s budget
does not necessarily prioritise the
needs of youth as
a whole. To begin
with, there are no new
increases in the budget’s
broad outline; rather, there
were only minor increases here and there. The
NSFAF budget is one example. I know many
of us expected one thing to be increased for a
change to better assist all students who have
been unable to continue their studies for the last
two years (2020-2021) due to a lack of funds,
but it did not surprise us in the least, even though
it indicates a slight increase over last year.

VODCAST
The Namibia Media Trust will release its
11th episode of #ItsAQuake on Wednesday, 30 March. Publisher and radio presenter, Delila Katanga, moderated this
episode which features a debate between
the Nust and Unam debating teams on the
topic: ‘1,6 Million Namibians said to be living in poverty; how crucial is our education
curriculum in these times?’. Visit the NMT
YouTube website to watch this exciting debate: https://bit.ly/3sqf7WQ

WHEN it comes to being inspired in your career, you need a balanced life, but for many,
work-life balance feels elusive. Because a
happy, balanced life is something that everyone wants, this topic is often tackled in
TED Talks, a set of global conferences on
big ideas. We’ve assembled the top five TED
Talks to boost career inspiration and help you
learn how to balance your life, so that you can
come out on top.
1.
2.
3.

The happy secret to better work.
How to make work-life balance work.
Work-life balance: Balancing time or balancing identity?
How to succeed? Get more sleep.
The power of time off.

These tips have been adopted from ‘Top 5
TED Talks to boost career inspiration’. By:
Seek Limited, an Australian human resource
consulting company.

Meme of the Month
Breaking news, a car has
just fainted at a local gas
station after hearing the
new fuel prices

Pic source: Google

adventures, desires and fantasies.”
He dabbles in a variety of poetic genres,
such as love and depression. Shikongeni
is, however, best renowned for his live performances of sensual and sexual compositions. “I wanted to be able to say words
that allow people to crave desire, to crave
passion and to crave some sort of sexual
liberation from it and to be able to openly
speak about this and not be shy about it,”
he says.
On recognition, difficulty and aspirations He admits that he was surprised by
how well his work was received by the Namibian audience. He talks about how he
didn’t anticipate getting this far, and how
people approach him in public to tell him
how he has inspired and motivated them
to become poets as well.
“I really love how the community has
taken my work and how they continue to
give me support and love and just shower
me with affection at this point,” Shikongeni shares. Ultimately, he hopes to one day
headline a sold-out poetry show and also
get to work with corporates.
The most challenging aspect of being
a poet, he says, is people’s lack of appreciation for the craft. He says that poets are
just like other performers out there and
they deserve a fee for their work as well.
Finally, his advice to young aspiring po-

Top tips from 5 TED Talks to
boost inspiration

4.
5.

Young Entertainers
Becoming Officially Poetic
NDELITUNGA Ekandjo Malakia Shikongeni is a 22-year-old poet born and raised
in Windhoek. Shikongeni possesses the
power to captivate as well as evoke emotion through his poetry. “When I started
diving into the poetry industry, I wanted to
sell myself through poetry. So, I became
officially poetic.” This is the inspiration behind his stage name Officially Poetic.
How it all began. Shikongeni began
writing around his grade 6 to grade 7
years. However, at the time he admits that
he wasn’t aware it was poetry. “I thought I
was just putting my emotions on paper, it
didn’t sound like Shakespeare, and to me
poetry was Shakespeare” he says.
Only later in his high school years did
he discover his role model, poet Miles Carter. Who inspired him to take a different
approach to poetry by adding visuals and
music to his poems.
On his craft. Shikongeni shares videos
of his poems mainly on his Instagram page
@officially.poetic. He features local young
personalities other than himself in his videos. Vernon van Wyk, a radio personality
and podcaster, and Victorine Kaaronda, a
rapper, are two examples.
He defines himself as a diverse poet
whose writing is inspired by a variety of
things. “Sometimes it’s my emotions,
sometimes based off of an individual, my

HOE OM DIE SPAN
TE ZULA

SUDOKU #006 (Hard)

1

Officially Poetic
ets is to just do it: “Sometimes we talk
ourselves out of things but if you take a
leap of faith and jump into it I bet you’ll
do wonders.”
BY: NANDEEKWA TJIURUTUE
(nandeekwat@gmail.com)
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