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Editorial
IN NAMIBIA, WHERE DO
YOU DRAW THE LEGAL LINE
News for the youth by the youth

The Dreams project gives young women a
fresh start in Zambezi region
TEN young women from the Zambezi region will benefit from Dreams Namibia’s
donation of dishwashing liquid production
kits, which will help them get their businesses off the ground.
These beneficiaries from disadvantaged backrounds completed a threemonth course with the assistance of
Dreams and can become self-sufficient.
Dreams, is a Project Hope sub-project
aimed at empowering adolescent girls and
young women aged 10 to 24 to achieve
their full potential.
The project is funded by the US President’s Emergency Plan for Aids Relief
(Pepfar) through the US Agency for International Development (USAID) and supported by the Peace Corps.
The beneficiaries, who are mostly
young mothers, noted that they see this as
a second chance at life, as they had lost
hope of bettering their lives in the past because of poverty.
“After I gave birth to my daughter, I was
not only a new mother but also a Grade 12
failure. Fortunately, I upgraded my points
with the help of my mother though it was
not easy for her. However, Dreams has now
given me the opportunity to be self reliant
and to be in charge of my future. My past
mistakes do not define my future,” said
Chaze Mulumo, one of the beneficiaries of
the project.
Another beneficiary Mwale Simasiku
(23), a mother of three whom The Quake
also spoke to, recalled how the father of

“Through my journey, I faced a lot of
challenges by having huge debts, de-registration of [my] research project module
and I always told my classmates to write
down what the lecturers elaborated for me
when interpreters sometimes [were] absent in the classes,” Uulenga recalls.
After defying all odds, Uulenga said
he was inspired by the deaf people who
changed the world at large.
“To be scientific, a deaf-blind Helen Keller
and a Nigerian deaf Dr Andrew Jackson Foster motivated me to seek inner confidence,
senses of peace and success, by never dropping out of the special and inclusive school
to complete the studies that were new challenges to me,” he points out.
Uulenga, who is also an aspiring writer,
has been working on his first inspirational book titled ‘Uulenga Daily Inspiration’
which aims to transform people’s mindsets from negative to positive.
The book is set to be released by the
end of the year and he is asking for assistance from corporates and individuals to
publish it. He says it will inspire many deaf
people in the country.

“WE have Chinese shops not more than
200 metres from the Namra building, yet
those counterfeit goods are still traded
freely. They do not even pay taxes, yet
they are allowed to operate,” says one
enraged youth who was among those
whose items were burned by Namra.
In early May, the Namibia Revenue
Agency (Namra) burned a number of
counterfeit items seized during a seven-year period. This measure was taken
as part of Namra’s heightened enforcement of applicable domestic and international instruments aimed at protecting
Namibia’s borders from illegal importation and exportation of products. What
Namra thought would be a well-received
action generated widespread outrage,
prompting many Namibians to question
whether the legal system in Namibia is
selective in its entirety.
In an article by The Namibian newspaper dated 12 May 2022, Namra
spokesperson, Steven Ndorokaze, stated that the destroyed consignments
were in violation of the Customs and Excise Act, and that the destroyed goods
were classified as counterfeit goods,
meaning they were manufactured or
sold under a different brand name without the permission of the brand owner.
Though Namra destroyed items
without providing prior public education on why trading counterfeit goods
is harmful for an economy like Namibia’s, the law remains clear, and what is
black and white should remain so. Many
people, however, debate whether or not
this is true. Questions are raised as to
why Namibians who are trying to put
food on the table have their counterfeit
items burned while the same items are
sold freely elsewhere, particularly in
Chinatown? Should they not be burned
as well, and how do the items sold in
Chinatown continue to enter the country
despite increased enforcement of the
applicable domestic and international
instruments as Namra suggests?
We strongly condemn the raid on Chinatown and the inciting to violence, but it
is clear that the acts of those who continue to speak out on this topic represent
Namibians’ growing dissatisfaction with
the situation. During the strife, Namibian
Sun news editor, Mathias Haufiku, tweeted that those in power use peace and
stability to silence the oppressed, while
those seeking power utilise anarchy and
chaos to gain power over the oppressed.
The problem that is happening in
Namibia is far more serious than simply counterfeiting. It has turned into an
issue of social justice and a question of
why everyone is not treated equally under the law. If the law does indeed only
apply to some people, and injustice to
the poor becomes the order of the day,
it becomes a different issue.
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EMPOWERED … Beneficiaries of project Dreams received dishwashing liquid making
kits, which consists of detergent, 50 litres of thickening agent, stabilising agents, as
well as 500-ml and 750-ml bottle containers at the Katima Mulilo Urban constituency
offices.
her first born left her to care for herself
when she got pregnant.
“Imagine I was only a 15-year-old at
that time and had to drop out of school as
a result. I had to grow up fast because of
my poor choices. Nonetheless, three children later and joining Dreams I finally see
things changing for the better in my life. I
am going to ensure that this business becomes a success, as one day I would like
to go back to school,” she said.
The Dreams regional economic strengthening officer, Robinson Muhinda, told The
Quake that a high number of girls are getting infected with HIV/AIDS in the Zambezi
region in comparison to the boys as they

engage in transactional sex with older men.
“Being independent will show them that
they do not have to sleep with a man for
money,” he said.
Not only are teenage pregnancies high
in Zambezi but so are illegal abortions
amongst young girls.
Zambezi regional medical social worker, Ladislas Chikweeti, recently revealed
that over 1 681 illegal abortions amongst
young girls were reported over the past six
years, while only 10 legal abortions were
done during the same period.
BY: LUGERETZIA KOOPER
(zomeneth@gmail.com)

Young movers & shakers

A tale of inspiration as 2nd Namibian deaf student graduates from Unam
NAAPOPYE Anatoly Uulenga (28) has become the second Namibian deaf student
to graduate from the University of Namibia
(Unam).
This after successfully completing a
bachelor’s degree in education, majoring in
mathematics and science.
He graduated last month. Uulenga’s journey to graduation is a true testimony that determination can overcome any obstacle.
Born in Grootfontein, a small town in
the central north of Namibia, Uulenga says
he was diagnosed with profound deafness
at the very early stages of his infancy.
After struggling to cope with the situation, and having a big dream to graduate
one day, Uulenga started his pre-school at
the Namibian Institute for Special Education (NISE) – School for the Hearing Impaired in Windhoek from the early age of
five. There he continued his primary and
junior secondary education from 1999 to
2013, until he was enrolled in an inclusive
system for his senior secondary years at
Cosmos High School from 2014 to 2015.
In pursuit of his dream in the field of education, the learning institutions undertook
to assist him with his academic studies at
senior secondary level as well as at the university.

INSPIRATION…Naapopye Uulenga who
graduated from Unam last month
“I dedicate all my achievements as a second Namibian deaf [person] to be graduated
to God and my mother,” says Uulenga.
He adds his mother has always been
his biggest inspiration, for all her sacrifices raising him, and for sending him to an
inclusive school to complete his studies.

YouthSpeak
Vox Pops
What should the Namibian government do to
prevent situations that lead to illegal abortions?
Tutaleni Pinehas - Journalist, The
Namibian
For sociological and economic reasons, as well as for
the sake of the girl child, I
believe the Namibian govern-ment should simply legalise abortion. I don’t mean
that if abortion is legalised,
women will become promiscu-ous and start terminating
pregnancies whenever they choose;
rather, it speaks to reclaiming control over one’s own body.
At the end of the day, it’s my body vs. your body. We were
taught this as children, so why can’t one have control over
decisions that affect their own body? It’s a matter of personal preference.

VODCAST

William Minnie - Human Rights Activist and Student Leader
I believe it is wrong that the government characterises a decision that a woman wishes to
make about her own body and
her reproductive choices as
criminal. The primary objective
for these protests and debates
is for the government to shift abortion out of the criminal framework, in
which it currently sits, and place it in a health
framework where it properly belongs. In the end,
repealing the Abortion and Sterilisation Act No.2
of 1975 is not only about confirming the right of
a woman to choose whether she proceeds with a
pregnancy but also about respecting her ability to
do so.
Laimi Fillemon - Journalist, The Namibian
Apart from legalising abortion
and providing safe spaces for
individuals who choose to have
one, I do not believe the Namibian government can do much
to prevent or reduce illegal
abortions at this time. Because
it will continue to happen illegally
with or without their knowledge and
agreement as long as it is not legalised.

The Namibia Media Trust released its 13th episode of
#ItsAQuake on Monday, 30 May, 2022. In this episode,
the YouthQuake took a closer look at the realities of
being a young parent by sitting down with four youths,
who shared their stories and how their experiences
have shaped them. Visit the NMT YouTube website to
watch this heart-warming episode: https://bit.ly/3aNlIp7

Young Entertainers
Drag Night leads the way in Pride Month entertainment

Making a career change
MOST people spend a third of their lives or
90 000 hours at work. When all those hours
include stress due to wage gaps, societal
pressures, commuting (or endless Zoom
calls), it can be a lot. And if it feels like you
should be doing something more with your
life, you probably should. Below are some tips
on how you can make a career shift:
1. If you don’t know where to start, identify what you really need to change.
2. Consider less-traditional ways to get
the experience.
3. Bring all your past experience and
knowledge with you! Life experience
can boost your confidence and be
used as a negotiation tool.
4. Face the numbers. Learn about the
salary structure of your new career
and take steps in your current situation to be ready for the change.
5. Tap into your support networks.
These tips were adapted from ‘6 Tips for
making a career change, from someone who
has done it’. By: Keisha ‘TK’ Dutes & Sylvie
Douglis, career guidance professionals.

Meme of the Month
The way it’s cold, it’s as if
we’re in a refrigerator.
Pic source: Google

IN many countries, June is recognised
as Pride Month - a celebration of the
LGBTQIA+ community.
In Namibia, Pride Month celebrations
are led by Namibia Pride Week which is a
collaboration between organisations such
as Equal Namibia, Drag Night Namibia, Sister Namibia, Pride Pop Up Namibia and a
few others.
Namibia Pride Week, according to Venicia Shanjenka, project manager for Equal
Namibia, aims to promote visibility, dignity,
and acceptance of the LGBTQIA+ community.
“We recognised the need to interpret celebratory and prideful events into the movement towards equal justice,” she said.
In Namibia Pride Week is very entertainment centric, and Drag Night is the cherry on
top when it comes to LGBTQIA+ entertainment, with its spectacular fashion, cosplay
and performances, always on display.
Hosted at Cafe Prestige, this month’s
edition was themed ‘The 2000s’. Celebrating early millennial and Gen Z pop culture,
the show was exhilarating with drag queens
buzzing the crowd with their well-choreographed performances, whilst in stunning
outfits truly befitting the phrase, ‘glitz and
glam’.
One of the drag queens, known as
‘Madam Francine Del-Aqua,’ said Pride
Month was the ideal time for her to make
her drag debut.
“I was always amazed at how great of
a show the queens would put on. I wanted
that to be me one day,” they said.

HOE OM DIE SPAN
TE ZULA

VIBES … Drag Night wraps up Pride Month celebrations with a bang.
“Pride Month gave me the space safe
to finally sign up for one of the shows,”
they added.
True to her word, Madam Francine
Del-Aqua gave the audience a phenomenal first-time performance, supported
by production that would rival well-established international and fun favourite
shows like RuPaul’s Drag Race.
James Nunuhe, one of the brighteyed spectators, said that it is nice to
see shows that he would only get to
watch on television become a prominent part of the entertainment scene in
Namibia.
“ It is great to have some local enter-

tainment for the LGBTQIA+ community,”
he said.
“This is not the first Drag Night I’ve
attended. I have watched these drag
queens grow and it is wonderful to see
how they always seem to elevate themselves with every new edition,” he added.
It seems Drag Night Namibia has
won the hearts of many members of the
LGBTQIA+ community and even others
outside it. Be sure to follow them on their
social media accounts so you don’t miss
the next edition.
BY: OWEN PHIRI
(ophirimlia@gmail.com)

Editorial Coordinator: Josua Hamunyela - editorial@nmt.africa | Layout & design: NauaWeb Trading - info@nauaweb.com
Tel: +264 61 230 560 | Fax: +264 61 304 602 | Whatsapp: +264 85 750 1041 | Email: quake@nmt.africa
E Namibia Media Trust | D @NamibiaMediaTrust | Q @NamibiaMediaTrust | M Namibia Media Trust

SUDOKU #009 (medium)

5

4

1

9

6
4

9
1

6

9

4
2

3

4

2

3
7

7
5

2
9

8

2
6
1

4

1

2

8
9

6

3
4
5

2

